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“Election – Amazing Grace!”      Text – John 10:27-29        OT Reading – Micah 7 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
I trust you will agree that the Bible is clear about the doctrine of election: Out of the whole race of sinful humanity, God has chosen to rescue and redeem certain ones, in Christ, to salvation.  And each one of those He has chosen, He brings to salvation and He will bring to heaven.  
And we will see this again today from John 10.

Now, we will come to John 10 in a moment.  But this doctrine raises immediate and obvious questions both in the hearts of those who agree that it is what the Bible teaches and in the hearts of those who do not agree that it is what the Bible teaches.

· In the first group, those who accept the doctrine of election as biblical truth, the questions are: How do I know that I am one of God’s chosen ones?  How can I be certain that I belong to Jesus?  Can I be sure that I won’t change my mind some time and reject Christ?  
· Has anyone here asked a question like that?  I have.  I think it’s a question that all believers ask.  
· And we ask it because the Bible tells us about Saul, for instance, who had a good start but a miserable finish.  
· We read also about Judas Iscariot who lived and walked with Jesus but who rejected Him in the end.  
· We read about Demas who Paul counted as a fellow-worker when he sent greetings in two of his epistles, but whom Paul describes in a later epistle as a deserter “who loved this world.”  
· And from our own experience, we have heard about ministers who have in later life turned their back on faith in Christ, or we might know of a relative or church member who has done the same thing.  
· And so we ask, could this happen to me?  Can a believer really be sure that he is one of God’s elect?
· But in the second group, those who do not accept the doctrine of election as biblical truth, the questions are: 
· Doesn’t this doctrine produce lazy or complacent Christians who don’t put too much effort into Christianity, because, well, they’re saved? 
· or arrogant Christians who are self-righteous and smug and judgmental because they are God’s chosen ones?  
· Or careless or loose Christians who don’t mind a bit of sin here or there because God will forgive them? 
· And you can see the logic in the questions.  If you tell someone that it is impossible for him to fall of a cliff, he won’t be careful to avoid walking by the edge, will he!
So, today we want to be reminded, again, that the Bible does teach the doctrine of election and that God will bring all His chosen ones to glory, and we want to consider our response to this doctrine.  Two points then, the teaching of election, and our response to election.  
And we begin our consideration of these things in John 10 where we see that 
our Lord provides his people with eternal assurance.
1. Well, as we look firstly at the teaching of election, we find Jesus in Jerusalem in the month we call December.  It is just three-four months away from his crucifixion.  
a. And as chapter 10 opens, Jesus is speaking about the Shepherd and His sheep, a very common image from the OT that describes God and His people.  
b. Well, in v19, the reaction of those who hear Him is mixed, because the truth of the gospel always divides, as Jesus has just been saying.  His sheep hear His voice and what they hear is true and compelling and lovely and saving.  But those who are not His sheep refuse to believe.  
i. And so they invent any excuse they can to avoid bending the knee to Jesus.  
A. Look at the question they ask in v24, “How long will you keep us in suspense?  If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”  
B. Do you see the excuse for unbelief they are putting forward?  The blame for their unbelief lies with Jesus because He is not plain enough.  
ii. And we must pause here because this same dynamic will be at play here, in this room, today.  Most, if not all of you, have heard the gospel of Jesus Christ many times.  
A. But some of you sit there, right now, and you say in your heart, but how do I know the Bible is the word of God?  
B. Or, If there is a God, why is there so much suffering?  
C. Or, I can’t square up the account of creation with the theory of evolution?  
D. Or, I find it hard to believe in all of those miracles in the Bible.  
E. Or, what about those tribesmen in Guatemala or the Congo who never hear the gospel; that doesn’t seem fair?  
F. Or, if Christianity is true, why are there so many Christian denominations?  
G. Or, hasn’t science disproved Christianity?  Etc.  
iii. Now, I am not saying that those questions are unimportant.  In fact, I believe that there are excellent answers to those questions.  But they are excuses for unbelief.  
A. Here is the plain gospel: You are a sinner.  Jesus is the Son of God who came to earth to die on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.  If you confess your sins and believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins, you shall be saved. 
B. You may not live past this evening.  You may die or Jesus may return.  You do not have time to hide behind your excuses.  Humble yourself, now, confess and believe and you shall be saved.
c. Well, as we return to John 10, we see Jesus rebuking the Jews for their unbelief.  He tells them He has been very plain both in terms of what He has said and done.  And then He says something to the Jews in v26, which He knows and can say as the all-knowing sovereign God, but which we cannot know or say because this knowledge belongs only to God.  Jesus says, “You do not believe because you are not my sheep.”  
i. Jesus reveals that these Jews are not among the elect of God.  
ii. Now, you and I can know this truth; that the non-elect will not come to faith in Jesus, because it is the teaching of Scripture.  But we cannot know it in relation to particular persons because only God knows who are His elect. 
iii. And so, to all men and women and children, we say, if you believe in Jesus, you shall be saved.  And that is 100% true and genuine.  
2. Well that brings us to vv27-29.  And having looked at the context, we are ready to walk through these verses fairly quickly in terms of the teaching of election.  And we see that while the sheep listen to and follow the Shepherd, the emphasis in these verses is on the Shepherd.  “MY sheep listen to MY voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of MY hand.  MY Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”  So let’s note the three things that the Shepherd says about His sheep.  
a. Firstly, in v27, I know them.  
i. And what this means, dear believer, is that Jesus knows you.  
ii. And this does not mean that He has you as a Facebook friend, as in He knows the details of your public profile – DoB, hair colour, school you attended, likes and dislikes, etc.  
iii. It means you were one of the ones that God individually identified, before the creation of the world, as among those He gifted to His Son, Jesus – Ephesians 1:4.  
iv. It means you are predestined and called and justified and glorified – Romans 8:29.  
v. It means He has an eternal plan and purpose for you.  
A. The prophet Jeremiah said, “The word of the LORD came to me, saying, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations."”  
B. The Psalmist said, “O LORD, you have searched me and you know me.   You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.  Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD … you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb … All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”  
vi. And because you are the father’s gift to Jesus Christ, it means Jesus has set His affection on you.  
A. He took your sins to the cross and He had you in mind when He cried out, “It is finished!”  
B. It means union and communion with Him, and His protection and provision.  
C. It means comfort, security, hope and the certainty of heaven.  Hallelujah? 
1) This is what it means to be known by Jesus!

b. And all of this leads into the second thing Jesus says about His sheep in v28, “I give them eternal life.”  
i. Congregation, Jesus did not walk to the cross hoping that someone, somewhere, would one day choose to believe in Him.  He did not walk to the cross worried that maybe He was wasting His time because maybe no one would believe in Him as Saviour and Lord.  
ii. Jesus walked to the cross knowing the names of each one for whom He was about to shed His blood.  
A. He walked to the cross to pay for the sins of all those that the Father had given Him, as v29 mentions.  
B. And John 6:29 says the same thing, “And this is the will of Him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that He has given me.”  
C. Jesus came to earth, as Matthew 1:21 says, to “save HIS PEOPLE from their sins.”  
iii. Yes, you have made a conscious and deliberate choice to believe in Jesus.  Each of us must do that.  But I hope you know also that Jesus is the author and perfecter of your faith!  He is the one who has given you eternal life.
c. And thirdly, because He knows them and because He gives them eternal life, He is able to say in v28, “They shall never perish.”  
i. The well known preacher, Charles Spurgeon, became a believer when he was fifteen years old.  Before that, however, as he was thinking about Christianity, he noted that friends of his who seemed religious in their younger years later fell into grievous sin and abandoned the faith.  And so, Spurgeon reasoned that the same fate would likely be his.  He said, “Whatever good resolutions I might make, the probabilities are that they will be good for nothing when temptation [assails] me.  I [will] be like those of whom it has been said, ‘They see the devil’s hook and yet cannot help nibbling at his bait.’  I will disgrace myself.”  But then Spurgeon discovered the gracious truth that Jesus teaches in these words, “They shall never perish.”  So now he  was able to look away from himself in doubt and to Jesus in confidence.  Trusting in and resting in Jesus, He was able to say, “I shall be preserved by Him.”  
ii. And just in case you are still not sure how powerful this promise is, consider what else Jesus says about this promise, “No one can snatch them out of my hand.”  I have here a coin.  I now wrap it up in my hand.  Would you say that that coin is safe?  If I shake my hand will it fall to the ground?  No, it is secure.  
A. Well, if you are that coin, Jesus wants you to know that you are wrapped up not just in one of His hands but in both of them.  For while the word ‘hand’ is singular, we may be sure that both His hands are in view.  
B. But it gets even better!  Notice also v29, “My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”

C. Dear sheep, you are wrapped up, not just in the hands of Jesus, but also in the hands of your Father.  And I think, given the unity of the three persons of the Trinity, that we can safely add to that the hands of the Holy Spirit.  Six sets of triune hands have your eternal salvation wrapped up safely and securely within!  

To the Good Shepherd, the Father has given a flock of sheep.  Jesus knows each one of them.  Jesus has given eternal life to them.  And they shall never perish.  This is the teaching of election.
So, secondly and lastly, what about our response to election?
1. And let’s start firstly with the objections of those not convinced about the doctrine of election.  They say this doctrine will produce Christians who are careless and/or arrogant.  
a. Well, in terms of carelessness, not being too worried about sin or living a holy life, listen to the word of Christ which comes from verses in Romans 8 and Galatians 5, “If you live according to the sinful nature, you will die,” (and after a list of sins) “I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
i. The believer is one who has leaned over the Cliff edge of sin and begun to plummet down to certain death, only to be rescued by the safe arms of Jesus.  
ii. But now he knows that the edge of the cliff of sin is a dangerous place and he would be the greatest of fools to jump off and expect Christ to rescue him again.  
iii. In fact, he knows that he must be doubly cautious and stay away from the edge.  
iv. Yes, he rejoices in the forgiving grace of God, but he does not take it for granted.  Instead, he prays, Father in heaven, lead me not into temptation and deliver me from evil.  
b. So, what about arrogance?  
i. Well, I want you to imagine that you are standing in front of four condemned criminals, each of them equally guilty of murder.  And these were gruesome murders.  And the evidence against each is incontrovertible.  Their guilt is beyond question.  
ii. But because it is the President’s birthday, for example, you get to choose one of these men who will not only avoid the hangman’s noose but also be set free today.  So, you choose one of them.  
iii. Now, tell me then.  What possible reason can he have for arrogance?  What did he deserve?  Death.  What has he done to deserve freedom?  Nothing.  His life and his freedom is entirely because of you and your choice.  And so he says to you, “Thank you so much for saving my life!”  
iv. But what if he were to walk away singing, “I’m the man!  You guys are losers!”, what would you think of his thanks from a moment ago?  I know what I would do, I would ask the hangman if he had any rope left!  How dare he!!  He was not truly thankful.  He did not really understand the grace that had been shown him.  He did not see himself for what he was, a guilty man who deserved to die.
v. Well, is it really conceivable then that one who truly knows himself or herself to be deserving of the eternal fires of hell, but to have been graciously rescued from that judgment by the blood of Jesus could be arrogant?  No.  It ought not to be.  And I say ‘ought not’ to be because Jesus did address the problem of those who do not know or who begin to forget that salvation is by grace alone.  And he did so with the parable of the two men who went up to God’s house to pray.  Do you remember it?  
A. One day two men went to church to pray.
1) The first man was a shallow, uninformed evangelical.  Everything about him shouted of squishy theology.  He didn’t know or use big theological words.  He watched Christian TV and thought it was deep.  He bought books from the inspirational section of the bookstore.  He attended one of those megachurches where the sermons are short and the worship leaders look like American Idol contestants.
2) The second man who went to pray was different.  He was a Christian of theological depth and substance--this was obvious by the heavy study Bible he carried with him.  He only read books by long-dead theologians.  He subscribed to the podcasts of all the solid, gospel-centred expository preachers who didn’t tell funny stories or make jokes in their sermons.  He felt cheated if a sermon was less than an hour long.
3) This second man began to pray. He said, “God, I thank you that I am not like other people--doctrinally ignorant, theologically clueless, superficial in their saccharine-sweet evangelicalism.  I thank you that you have made me what I am: true to good doctrine, uncompromising on teaching, orthodox to the core.”
4) But the first man would not even look up to heaven.  Instead he beat his breast and said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”
a) And that adaptation of the parable comes from the pen of Pastor Josh Harris.  
B. Now, I haven’t shared it in any way to criticize the serious study of God’s Word or the importance of sound doctrine.  On the contrary, I believe it is an essential part of the Christian life.  
1) But the moment we take our eyes of Christ alone and grace alone, we are in danger of self-righteousness, of arrogance, and even worse, being among those of whom the Lord says, “Depart from me for I never knew you.”  
c. Well, as we conclude then, let’s consider the believer’s response to the teaching of election.  
i. Our election is undeserved.  Our salvation is undeserved.  Our destination, heaven, is undeserved.  They are the gifts of the Good Shepherd to His sheep.  So what is expected of the sheep?  
ii. Well, the Puritans used to make use of John 10:27 as revealing the two marks of true sheep.  Every shepherd, you see, marks His sheep.  And the sheep of Jesus can be recognized by two marks – ear marks and foot marks.  
A. “My sheep,” said Jesus, “listen to my voice,” that’s the ear mark, “and they follow me,” that’s the foot mark.  Are you marked in this way?  
1) Do you come to church, each Sunday, to listen to Christ, and then go away determined to follow Christ?  
a) Or do you come here to listen to the preacher and count how often he says ‘um’ or whether he looks mostly to the left or right side of the congregation or to run your sermon ruler over this week’s effort to see if it fits in with what you believe is a good sermon?  
2) And as you open your Bible each day, is it just so you can tick a box as having done your duty, or is to meet your Saviour and to listen to Him and to follow Him?  
a) What is my Lord saying to me in these words?  And what am I to do with His words?

i) It maybe a word of command or a word of encouragement or a word of promise or a word of warning, for instance.

ii) And it might require you to give thanks or to change in an area of your life or to praise Him or to rest in His work for you or to work on this area of sin in your life, for instance.

b) But we must come to the Word ready to listen to Him and to follow Him.
2. You see, Brothers and Sisters, young people and boys and girls, the teaching of election is not a guarantee that we are free of the devil’s attacks.  
a. The Scriptures call on us to “be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power,” and to “Put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”  
i. But do you remember what the footwear of the armour of God is?  It is “the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.”  
A. And when we looked at this footwear in our Ephesians sermon series, we noted that it is the footwear of confident steadfastness.  
1) Why?  Because, the believer is one who Jesus knows, and the believer is one to whom Jesus has given eternal life, and the believer is one to whom Jesus has promised, “They shall never perish.”  
2) And all this together means that nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
And it is this that the Good Shepherd wants to remind us as we now gather around His table.  Amen.
